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PREFACE 


In this monograph an attempt has been made to trace the history of Pahchala 
and its capital Ahichchhatra through ancient Indian literature supplemented by the 
evidence of the itineraries of the Chinese pilgrims and relevant numismatic data. As 
regards the archaeological remains at Ahichchhatra I should like to draw the readers’ 
attention to Cunningham’s Archaeological Survey of India Reports, Vol. I, pp. 255 
foil. For the convenience of the readers, a map of Panchala has been given at the end. 
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paNchAlas and their capital 

AHICHCHHATRA 


1 The Pahchalas and their kingdom 

Panchala, like many other countries of ancient India, may be supposed 
to have derived its name from the people who occupied and established their 
supremacy over it. Accordingly the suggestion has been mooted that it came 
to be known as Panchala only when it became the home of no fewer than five 
Vedic tribes, the Krivis, the Turvasas, the Kesins, the Srinjayas and the Soma- 
kas, who eventiially merged into one nationality with the Krivis as the original 
predominant element in their unity. ^ The incidental mention of the Sindhu 
(Indus) and the Asikni (Chenab) along with the Krivis in a separate verse of a 
hymn in the Eig-Veda^ is not sufficient to establish the connection of the Krivis 
with any region between those two rivers.^ But the Satapatha Brahmana 
definitely says that the Panchalas were in ancient times called Krivis,^ which 
may be taken to suggest that the Krivis could not but l)e a very important 
factor among the people of Panchala. 

The Pauranic tradition, however, does not lend support to the above theory. 
The Puranas ingeniously suggest a derivation of the name, according to which, 
the kingdom came to be called Panchala from the fact that for its king five able 
{saniadha) sons were deemed enough to guard or protect the five provinces 
{pancha ala)h)d As Pargiter puts it, " It obviously began popularly as a jocose 
nickname, applied to his five sons, the ‘Five Capables and naturally would 
have required time to come into ordinary use."® The names of the five princes 
vary, though not materially, in different Puranas, one. the Bhdyavata (IX, Ch. 
21), giving them as Mudgala, Yavinara, Brihadvisa. Kampilya and Sanjaya ; 
another, the Vishnu (Ch. XIX. Anka 4). introducing them as Mudgala. Srinjaya, 
Brihadishu, Pravira and Kampilya ; the third, the Vdyu (Ch. 99). as Mudgala. tirinjava. 
Brihadishu. Yaviyana and Kampilya : and the fourth, the Ayni (Ch. 278). as 
Mukula. Srinjaya, Brihadishu. Yavinara and Krimila. (4ne at least among 
these names, viz., Sanjaya or Srinjaya. is apt to remind us of the Yedic tribe of 
that name. The Puranas seem to suggest that the five princes were the 
founders of five cities in five provinces, each city ha\’ing been named after its 
founder. The Puranas also differ from one another as to the name and parti- 
culars of the king who was the father of those five princes. The Bhdgavata 

1 Macdonell and Keith. Vtdic lndn\ Vol. I. )>. 400 ; B. C. Law. Anclf.ni Mid-Indian K^atfiya Tribes, Vol. I, pp. 51-32 ; 
Hay Chaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India, 4th ed.. p. 50, 

- Law, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 48 ; Ray Chaudhuri. op, <',f„ p. op. Cf. Zimmer'> view {AltindiscJies Leben, p. 103) upheld in the 
'Yedic Index, I, p. 198. 

3 Eig-Vtda, VIII, 20, 24 ; VIII, 22, 12. 

* Satapaiha Br., XIII, 5, 4, 7. 

^ Vishnu P., Ch. 19, Ahka 4, Vdyu,, Ch. 09. 

6 JEAS, 1918, p. 238, 
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Purdm calls him Bharmasva. born in the family of Dushmanta ; the Vishnu 
introduces him as Haryasva, born in the fa’ ■ uru ; the Vayu. as Riksha, 
born in the family of DvimTdha ; and the' '</, hyasva. born in the family 

of Kuriid * 

As for the antiquity of the name Pafachala, it is not met with in any of the 
extant Rig-vedic hymns. It is cjuite likely that in the Rig-Vedic period there 
was no separate kingdom known by the name of Pahchala.- The Pahchalas 
themselves as a people then passed as Krivis. The name of Pahchala as a dis- 
tinct kingdom became well known when the Brahmanas of different Vedas 
were compiled. The name of Pahchala often forming a final group with Kuru 
comes before us prominently not only in the Pali Nikaya list of sixteen Maha- 
janapadas,^ not only in some of the pre-Buddhistic Upanishads. Aranyakas and 
Brahmanas but even in some of the recensions of the Yajur-Veda. the same 
name in its plural form standing both for the land and the people who inhabited 
it. The Kanva recension of the V djasaneyl Samhitd (XI, 3, If ) mentions the 
Kuru-Pahchalas. The Kdthala Hamhitd (XXX. 2) .speaks of the Pahchalas as 
the people of Kesin Dalbhya. The .same Vedic text (X. 6) alludes to the per- 
formance of the Naimishiya sacrifice in the land of the Kuru-Pahchalas. The 
Aitareya Brdhnam (VIII, 14) mentions the Pahchalas along with the Purus, 
as one of the peoples in the Mid-land {Madhyamd dik). The Satapatha Brdhmana 
(XIII, 5. 4, 7) refers in several of its passages to the land, kings and people of 
Kuru-Pahchala. The Taittinya Brdhmana (I, 8. 4. 1. 2) speaks of the periodi- 
cal military expeditions undertakeji by the kings of Kuru-Pahchfda. The 
Jahninlya Upanishad Brdhmana introduces the Kuru-Pahchalas in several co- 
texts. The Gopatha Brdhmana (I. 2. h) mentions the Kuru-Pahchalas in an 
interesting list of similar other groups, the Ahga-Magadhas, the Kasi-Kosalas, 
the Salva-Matsyas, etc. anticipating the Pali list of sixteen Mahajanapadas. 
The Upanishad references to the Kuru-Pahchalas need not be cited, coming as 
they do after the Brahmanas and the Aranyakas. The numtion in the f^ata- 
patha Brdhmana (XTIl. .7. 4. 7) of an ancient king of Pahchala. known by the name 
of Kraivya Pahchala is. however, im])ortant as indicating tlie historical connec- 
tion of the Krivis with the Pahchalas. It is not only the name of Pahchala 
that goes back to the period covered l)y the Yajur-Vnda and the Bihlimanas. 
but that of its capital. KampTlya. as well. The Yajur-Veda-Sanihifds {Vedic 
Index. 1. 149) apply the epithet Kamplla-vasiih to a woman who was perhaps 
the king's chief queen, the Kampila of the epithet obvioii.slv standing for the 
town of that name, the KampTlya of later literature. 

Whethe}' we a.ssume that the Pahchalas had originally formed a confederacv 
of five tribes or put faith in the Pauranic legend stating that the first king of the 

' Law, nV.. pp. .-,2.,,;?. Soo Pargiter on ' The \orth Panc-hSla Dyn.iav •' in .Ili.iS. HUS, pp, , »|soon 

K>n u.Poncknla " in 192U, pp. 99-102, 

See Pargiter on thi8 point, lOlS.p Aecorchng to him. a long line of king,>, beginning with Ajamidha 

had reigm^d in North Panehiila previous to the time when the kingdom acquired the name of Panchala, In this connection 
he seeks to establish a correspondence hett^een the Pauram. i>:enealo<jy and the Wdie tradition of the kings of North Paf” 
«?hUa. 

' Pj. Pajavekhara >> Kn njn nihnrDn'^ r'K III. p. S. 



I^\\('HAI.AS AXDTHEIK (’APITAL \ H J( 'H( H H ATPv A 


3 


Panohalas had five al)le sons to govern five provinces, we cainiot but think that 
# the kingdom of Pancdiala was once l^own to have been divided into five portions. 

How the five divisions were and discnaminated we cannot exactly, 

say. Tlie Samhitopaitishad .^p|^tna/m;^however. speaks of the Prachyas or 
Eastern Paiichalas.^ a fact wl ‘ch may warrant us to infer the existence of the 
Pafichalas who were distinguishecf^as Pratichya or Western. The Jataka and 
the Mahdhhdrata, as we shall see anon, narrate different stories of the rise of two 
political divisions of the Panchfiia country, distinguished as Pancliala Proper or 
Dakshina Pancliala and Uttara or Northern Panchala. If so. the supposed 
five divisions may be taken to have been distinunished as Eastern. Western. 
Southern. Northern, and C’entral. 

The Kdfhaka Samhitd (XXX. 2) alludes to a time when the Pafichalas be- 
came divided into three sections, and that as a result of certain rites performed 
by Kesin Dalbhya. Tt is certain that from the age of the Jataka and the Mahd- 
hhdrata. Pancliala became permaneiitlv divided into two well-defined kingdoms, 
riz. Dakshina Panchala with Kampilya as its capital, and Uttara Panchala with 
Ahichchliatra as its princi]>al town. According to the ('hetiya Jataka. the city 
(i.e,. the kingdom) of Uttara Panchala was founded by a Ehedi prince who was 
advised by the family priest. Kapila. to leave by the north gate {uffarach'drena) 
of the capital of his father.- Tlie Mahdhhdrata relates altogether a different 
storv. according to which the division of the kingdom of Pancluda into two was 
effected by a treaty (Uitered into by the Brahmin teacher. Drona. with Drupada. 
tlie then king of Panchala. after the latter had been defeated by the young Kuril 
piqiils of the former, and seized and carried as a captive. Drona agreed to 
take the northern half of the kingdom which became known bv the name of 
Ahichchliatra or Uttara Panchala. while Drupada continued to rule over the 
riunaining half of hi'^ kingdom distinguished as Southern Panchala.^ 

2 Antiquity and origin of the name of the Panchala capital Ahichchhatra 

The name of Ahichchhatra is not as old as that of KampTlva (Pfdi Kampilla. 
Vedic Kamplla).'* although both figure in Indian literature as capitals of Pah- 
chala. the former of rttara-Pahchala and the latter of Dakshina-Pahchala. 
Adhichchhatra (Skt. Ahi(*hchhatra) certainly finds mention in the Pabhosa cave 
inscri])tion of Ashadha^ena’^ wlii<‘h may bt^ dated about tlu^ beginning of the 
Christian era. This is indeed the oldest epigraphic record mentioning the name 
of Ahichchhatra. The V(*di(' name of Ahichchhatra ^eenis to have beeti Pari- 
chakra (not Parivakra which oramrs a variant).'" the name suggesting either 
that the citv wa^ founded on a (urcailar site or that it had derived its name from 
a circular object. Parichakra a^ a sculptural term denotes a medallion or 


' V j . l . p. 4r>a. 

- Fau'ibol! " \ol. 111. 

* Mbh.^ idi CorioH. Ch, lie. 

^ The y(tjn,.\\dfi.S<ni'h‘ini\idn I iidi > . 1. p. 1 a i he h x .U t piT het a to a 1 he KampU.i 

r»t tht‘ <‘pithet '’taiHliitii <)h\ tur the t(>^\ it ot t hat name. th(' Kam ptl\ a nt iatev litei ,it ui e 

■' laider^. (E. 1.. X, Ap]>emliN) No. ‘M),!. The Aifhfi-Oa:n lit KautiKa 'San-kiit Text. p. 77 j nnottion^ -Miit-hhatraka 
a-' a kind of pearl tonnd at Ahehihhatia ", 

Sntfi ififha rr.. MU. .7. 4. 7 Tie w.dled < nv nt \hn ie i- touuldv a iiule-aimled ttianule in '■laipe— Ed.! 

li 
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circular panel.^ The Pali Chetiya Jataka while giving an account of the founda- 
tion of the city of Uttara-Pahchala (wrongly taken to be the name of the citv 
itself), distinctly refers to Chakra- pa njara (Pali Chakka-Paiijara. a wheel frame), 
which was to be taken as the cognizance of the site where the city was to be 
built.- The identity of Ahichchhatra with Parichakra may be further surmised 
from the fact that of the two cities of Pahchala mentioned in the later Vedic 
texts, the name of one {i.e.. KampTla) was retained throughout, while that of 
the other (i.e.. Parichakra) fell into disuse, and in its place a new name. Ahich- 
chhatra came into use and remained current up till the time of Hiuen Tsang's 
visit, if not .still later. 

According to the Jaina Vividha-tirtha-kalpa. SaiiikhvavatT was the earlier 
name of Ahichchhatra. described as the capital of Kuru-jangala.-'^ 

As for the origin of the name of Ahichchhatra. Cunningham observes : 
■■ The name is written Ahik^ihctra^ as well as Ahichchhatra. but the local legend 
of the Adi-riijri and the Naga. who formed a canopy over his head, when asleep, 
shows that the latter is the correct form. The meaning of the name is ' Serpent 
Umbrella '. This grand old fort is said to have been built by Raja Adi. an Ahir, 
whose future elevation to sovereignty was foretold bv Drona. when he found 
him sleeping under the guartlianship of a serpent with expanded hood. The 
fort is also called Adikot. but the more comnum name is Ahichchhatra."^ 
But Jinaprabhasuri in his Viridha-tlrtha-kalpa. seeks to account for the 
origin of the name of Ahichchhatra by a legend of Parsvauatha. according to 
which when the demon Kamatha caused out of his previous spite an ince.s.sant 
rain flooding the city of SaihkliyavatT. where Parsvasvamin was then staying, 
the serpent-king Dharanindra hurried to the spot with his chief (|m*en and pro- 
tected the Lord by coiling himself round his bofly and s])r(‘ading a canopy of 
one thou.sand hoods over his head. Thereafter tin* city of SaiiikhvavatT came 
to be known by the name of Ahichchhatra.*’ 

A similar legend seems to have been invented by tlu' Binldhists to account 
for the origin of the name of Ahichchhatra or " Ser])ent canopv "■ 

It should be noted that Ptolemy's spelling of the name as AdisaihiC corres- 
ponds with Adhichchhatra. met with in the Pabho.sa cave inscription of Asha- 
dhasena. 


3 Identifications of Panchala and Ahichchhatra 

It i" generally admitted that Ahichchhatra was tjie capital of Uttara Pahchala 
(Xorthern Pahchala) and KampTl\a that of Dakshina Pahchala (Southern Pah- 


' Buna, fi'tihof, [, 

- Fau-bnil. 111. up, AfiO-fil. 

3 y It (<ih>i-thlhfi-L(tl pii ot .) inapTa})}i<i>riM. Mill \!|h\,i( 

1 ithAhhti I fit*C i ft lOf pd 1 1 n f) . ('ll. liXj. 


>linglu .lam.) ( ir .Hit hatna ja lA. 


J rn 


/ (ytoipti ^)h If t'f ItoCn. pp. 412-13. 


*’ I 1 1 I I hd -iTi I Iki -I' ll pit . J-. }*iihl)<{-ii ihitihl Im 

CtHi'fin, Ti lid "dildli /I'dh > tnd f/iidh i ipl i d /< I'd . > 7hh r < 
Cf> > ilH'ld' >d III '•dh d ' 'd - 'dtfi L }"t jihd fit'f - nid fiiiliihi .( hh'tpd 

/M”. 'h 


! nd . hd N'dfhd ' 

J )}>difi /I ' ttidi Id 

•"O’ //I f i)ti (I t a 1 1 fft 

m^dijd' ’indii". til" p”idi,i iidiidih AJ> >( In hhdffd It t itfi ind-ni 
MValt*. } a / o r I'H'-ndi 1 .. p. 3 3 2 : ^ 'u tin 'I 1 gl tain . A i>f t> nt krt 

'■ M' ' innlif. AiI'"!‘I I mild ili^,,,l)fil Up p ] 33 . 


'll ! < nd d I . 

I A (dlflfdi 

kd f f /I ti 
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chala). In the Mahdbhdrata. however, the kingdom of which Ahichchhatra was 
the capital is expressly called Ahichchhatra {Ahichchatrah vishayah) instead of 
Uttara Pahchala.^ But it is clearly hinted at in the same chapter of the Great 
Epic that by the kingdom of Ahichchhatra was meant nothing but Uttara Pan- 
chala. We are indeed told that the significance of the two adjectives Uttara 
(Northern) and Dakshiija (Southern) lay in the fact that the northern half of 
Panchala forming a separate kingdom was situated to the north of or extended 
along the northern bank of the Ganges and the southern half was situated to the 
south of or extended along the southern bank of the Ganges. Thus the Ganges 
served as the dividing line or natural boundary between the two kingdoms, 
northern and southern.'^ 

According to the Mahdbhdrata. the kingdom of southern Panchala extended 
as far north as the Bhagirathi and as far south as the Charmanvati (modern 
Chambal river). As for the extension of Northern Panchala towards the north, 
the Great Epic tells us nothing definitely.^ 

According to the Jaina Vividhatlrthakalpa. Kampilya. the capital of Pan- 
chala {i.e.. Southern Panchala). was situated on the bank of the Ganges.'* The 
country of Panchala {i.e.. Southern Paiichala), is placed, however, in an eastern 
quarter of the southern portion of Central India {Dahshina-Bhdraha-khatxle pavve- 
disde). As for Ahichchhatra. the Jaina account wrongly represents it as the 
capital of Kuru-jangala.’ which is clearly distinguished in the Mahdbhdrata from 
the province of Ahichchhatra.® 

Cunningham may be right in suggesting that the great kingdom of Panchala 
as a whole extended from the Himalayas to the Chambal river.' The North 
Panchala embraced the whole of Rohilkhand to the north of the Ganges, while 
the South Panchala included the upper half of the Doab between the Ganges 


Mffhdhhaittta, Bengal Ed.» 1. 138. 7(5-7 : 

Akifkf hhdtmn-rhn rtahnyam Druntih pddijutd 1 

Eotni riijdu-itnhirhcJihfitrn-pnrt jdhnpndatjuta 11 
IhiiL, 1. 138. 70 : 

dr(k''ht}u knh tihdij t tathijahttia- ttflart 1 
Sftkhdipnn mniti rtjdnJhl Pa/uhnht yudi 
3 IfwL, I, 138. 74 : 

J)fik'-hnuU-( h-dpi PdnchdUut yfum h-i'hn) ttttnttdtl nmll. 

Ai-ronlinii to a Sanskrit ver^e i ite<l in the Sdhdd-KdJpd^dnt ttfft, the tonutiy of Panchala Uy to th^- \ve>t as uell as the 
north of Kurukshetra, a paragon of beauty : 

KordkAif'itdt-paschiuir itt tdfha rh-dtldiynn-afffith I 

J fUfidpt'dMhdii MdhfSdUi dd.yd i/< >jfntd kod nt ye 1 
Pdiii JuihideMif (Ifi'tU Mdit nildrtj(t-pu'Vd-bhnshddh 11 

* V if'dlhdtTithdkdlpd, p. .'SO : Tattha Oamga-iianjA-niahanal-taraiiiga-pakkhalijjamana-payara-bhittiam Kaiupillapuram 
nama nayaram. Ct. Mdhabhdrdtfu I, 138: 73: Makandim-atha Gangayas-tire janapadayutam 1 

8o *dh\ava=5ad dinamanah Kiin.pilyah-cha purottamain 11 
^ p, 14. 

* Mdhfihhdidtd, V, 19. 29-30 : 

Tdtdk Pdnrhandfhin-ch-dii’d Lt’ttyndfi-chd Kuntjaitgulain I 
T atkd Rohitdkdranyadt mat nbhutni ktirtln 11 
Ahickchkdfram KahikOtatn Oangakufnn-rha Bhurdtd 11 
Vaid)?(ttti Vaiddhdiidn-rkfi Ydinuntt^-ch-dnn pdtrafdhW 
' Anrttift *rtog, dphy of Indio, p. 413. 

B '1 
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aiid Jumna.' ]iaj)'(‘)ii. liMWi'vcr, idciiTitic'. Xoitli P.u'Kdirda with flu- districts 
(it tile Tnited I’ldx ini-f' tc the ca.'t of the (uiniic-' and nortli-ca>t of Oudh. and 
S.nith Pahehida with the countix- between the Jumna and the (duii-es to the 
rast anu ^cutli-aa'^t nf tita Ivurii^ and Sfii-a-aiici-.- 

Cinuunohani idaiititia^ tha city of Kainpilva with inodain Kaiuf>il on tlic 
old Ganges Letwem Biidaon ami Fai‘okdial)ad/‘' wliiir in X. L. I>cy'> opinion it 
was situatt‘d at a distance of 2S miles noi-tli-ca-t of Fatlmad in tln^ disti’ict (A' 
FarokliaFadd Tin* point which i> in favour of (.’unniimhamX idtuitification i.s 
that the Jama Vn^nl/HfUrthakvl /Kt detinitclx^ locatf^- it on the (iaitucN. 

The V iriilh(frtrth<ilcal as alreadv noticed, loeati*^ tlie city of Ahichelihatra 
in Kurujanpala. whih‘ Vincent A. Smith idmititie^ it with mo<leni Hainnagar 
in tin' di^triiJ of Bareilly.'" The location of Ahichelihatra i^ m^t at all cleai* 
from fhven T>anuS itinerary. He reached tln^ country of Ahichelihatra bv 
travelling 400 li or over 00 miles south-east fi'om (h)^'ishana. d'he (‘apital. 
Ahichelihatra warn ” IT or 18 li or just thret* miles m circuit, ami w'as defended bv 
natural obstacles. This ha.s KmI runningham to identify Ahichelihatra wdth 
a pjlace that still preserves its ancient name a^- Aln('h(‘hhf(tt\ sp\-(m miles to the 
north of Aonla." The* i rdlhdfh'thaldfl pa ma\’ be* take*n to sugge'st the* pre*senct* 
of jahgals (apparently miscalled Kuru-jahgala) in the* ne*iohbourlH)e)d of Ahich- 
C'hhatra. There wmre jahgals to the north of Aonla. no doubt. be*tw*eM*n Aonla 
and Ahiediedihatra. from wdiicli jiosition the* !\ate*hi*ia Bajpiits withstood the* 
.Muslim forces under Fiiaiz-shah Tughlak."' 

Mr. Jwvda Sahay Mishia inclines to i<lentif\- Aliichedihatia with the* moeh'rn 
village*. Ariira. wdiich lie*s a little noith e>f the* village* e)i‘ Bliadaui in fkitiala State*. ^ 
th(* ae'curacA' of whiedu is highl\' proble*matical.‘^^ 


4 Panchala : its rulers and political vicissitudes 


Some* of the* olde*r Bnlhinanas bear a cle*ar te‘stime)ii\' to the* (•onsid(*rablr 
military stre*ngth and political suj)re*ma( y eif the* fkihclullas anel the*ir ruie*rs. 
The S((tdj)dtldf Hrahdaojd (XII F 5. 4. 7). for iimtam-e*. me*ntiems Kraivya. tin* 
king of Bahchala. among the ancient momn*chs of India, whe^ had pe‘rforme‘d the* 
A^vamedha StJcrifice*. The* BiCilintO h(( (‘ite*> two (pltlHl^ or aeliil.iteUA* \'e*rse*s one* 

of whiedi brings out th<* fact that at l^iri va kra or Barichakra . tin* Bahelirda ove*rleu‘ei 

eef the* Krivjs seiz(*d the horse* wdiii*h w'as im-et for sacrificr wurh gifts ot a liundre*d 
tlioimand h(‘ads of cattle.*^ dJie second v**r>e hints at the* magniHce*m‘e* of the* 
jjeerse-.sae'riflce* perforniee! bv Kraivya wdi(*i) it state*> that tlie* Brahmins of the* 
f^ihchahm fiom every epia rter asse‘mble*el there and divideel bctw'een them a 

^ C'oi n '■ < 'j A fj if nt l Ii'h a , T’.e. 

- .4 Iff >f / fifi "t. ]) 1 eiT. 


' Ahi'if-nt di iiij/'n ph ij nf I p. 41 .’ 5 . 

^ Gi nqrft j)h>i a] hid. (: 2 n<l ed.). p. S'*-! 

* fAnly lifAnn! nf !„,hii, art Krl., pp ireCi*. 

'' Aficii „f fA,>ii ftp},,! i.f huhn p. 412 

' IhtfL, p, 412 K 

'lb"!., p. 41 .-), ti/iAihf, i. 4.', 7. 

' JHAS. m:l2. f)f) .’)!es rt 

’ ’ U.tnliai \. Trncih. In / ( .. \ ol. I. pp, i>: 
Ki'iii iffi Hfitifhahi i’', A K< . ,,n h-i 

afiihhii^n .,.n,,-nhp„,,iAnh JKn,(lnUth 


A A. 

< ft' pinn Afiuf htAdh -ni hftl '^huh fmldudnalhfi tfAihhmiin n> 

}bn u fAcrapfun tiA nfn ihA > ntt m-A t /XFIf. 4 7 
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) 
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tliousand inyriaiU. aiul fivt* and twouty huiidreel of Tlit^ B/rlh- 

hffnm says in ('onnection with the Mahdhlnsheka of Iridra. that the Panehalas 
were one of the ndini! peoph^'^ in th(‘ firmly established Madh'tjanfd-iJik or Mid- 
land.- who wtn'e anointed tor kini/ship. The Sutn jHftha also informs 

ns that the kings of the Kuru-Pahehalas performed aKf) the Hajasuva sacrifiee, 
as a proof, no doubt, of their political greatness. The Tintfiniin Brnluiuiua (T. 
S. 4. 1-2) tells us in the same strain how the kings of the Kuru-Pafndialas inarched 
fortli on raids in the winter season and returned in the summer/^ The Aitar(^}i(i 
Bt'(lh)}ia}H( (IX. 39. 23) intro<luces ns to another ancient and most powerful king 
of the Pahchrdas liy tlie name of Durmukha.^ He is said to have made exten- 
sive conquests in every direction. The Pali Kumbhakara Jataka^ speaks pro- 
bably of the same king. Durmukha. of Pahchala ( Pttara-Pahchala. according 
to the Jataka). The Buddhist Birth-story, however, relates an anecdote 
according to whi(di King Durmukha abandoned his kingdom to attain the spiri- 
tual insight of a great saint (Pratyeka-Buddha) on the realisation of the dreadful 
effects of lust. The Jaina' Uttar(ld}ni(nfan(f Srftnf spells the name of this ancient 
king of Pahchala as Dvimukha.^ 

The f>afaimthn BraJoHaija (XIII. 3. 4) cites several (fdthds in praise of a third 
most ])owerful king of Pahchala by the name of Sona vSatrasaha who had perfor- 
formed a horse-sacriti(*e on a very grand scale. When the King was performing 
the sacrifice, wearing beautiful garments, fndra revelled in the Soma drink and 
the Brahmanas were satiated with wealth (S. B. E.. XLnk p. 400). Two of 

the f/dthds cpioted in a Brahinana hint at the king having an army of 33.000 horses 
ami 6.000 mail-clad men. 

According to the Mahdhhdrat((A the powerful king of Pahchrila at the time of 
the Kurukshetra battle wa^ Drupada. from whose hands the northern portion 
of his king<lom was wre^sted by the Kurus who had established their Brahmin 
(luru. Drona. as king. King Drupada entered into a matrimonial alliance 
with the Kuru.s by marrying his daughter. Draupadl. alias Pauchall. to the five 
Panda va brothers. Pahchala was at that time once attacked by Karna, king of 
Ahga. The mighty Karna with a large army beseiged the Pahchfila countrv. 

defeated Drupada in a battle, and exacted tribute from him and his samanta. 

Subsequently Bhimasena, in course of his eastern expedition, invaded the Pah- 

cliala (‘ountrv and bv various stratagems brought it under hi> >wav. During' 
tilt' Knruksliotra war. Ivinu Drupada of Pantdiala. then an ally of the Pandavas. 
Iielped the Paudava.'' with his :.ou. Dhrishtadyinnna and his aksh((i(Jn),n armv. 

Dhrishtadvumna was a])pointed the f'oinmander-in-('hief of the entire Panda va 
force. The battle proved, however, to be a disaster for the royal family of 

‘ rha pani'hn} fhktnh -dikifth Pnnrhaifuv'un biahyn^fnn yfi tii. (XTIT, .”). 4 . S). 

‘ - Ad. /ir.. lll.dS, 14. p)ntiAithaynfn dAiyf /;* kurn- PanrhrfJafUtftf /djannh. f'f- IbfhchVndt jannpade 

P(inrhdJni)fadhy(fniniJ}<tuiffi {j\afy>(kda}>i of Bhoratti). 

'SiutP k^n n -Pahchnlith prnn<'ho yuidi *r,'>iintnfn vyni'ft-''(~iynd -uynuiK ft( , 

* DiOi/tukhith Pdftchdlo i'djd ^tfn^idyuyu ^inmudnni isni rnUth p)\fhiiini jnyati pruiydyo tfi. 

* FaushtjU's Jdfnkti. Vol. Ill, p. 370 : Co\\vlI. EullIwH translation of the Jataka, \ <.il. TIF [>. -Je. ( tfutti pnhchCdm ntthe 
Kmo fidl'DUKjdiP f>t(nn}(kho »d)tia )djn. 

^ Jnhia (SBE). Fart. II, p. ST. 

' }fBfl., A(h pf(f’n(t}, Ch. 04: Sdhhn jum <n> . Ch. 20: I n tof pit} t o tt A'h 2 o 3 . BhJ ytlunH-j>o i m . ( h. ID. Cd //fxjn ■ j.a r ui it , < liaj*. 
IJO-ITT and 172-104. lOS. Kftt xnjinn'an . Ch. h. Virdtn pot }'<(}}, ('}\. I. fjinitrfpai t'fnt. Ch. 22. 
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Drupada and his military power. It jioes without saying that the neighbourly 
rivalry between the ruling elans of Kuru and Panehala ileveloped into a war 
from time to time, .sometimes the Kurus gaining supremaev over the Panehalas 
and sometimes the Pafuhalas over the Kurus, without howevm-. having effected 
a permanent conquest.^ 

The kingdom of Panehala continued to exist even alter the Kurukshetra 
war. The Jaina Vlcidhatlrthakalpa mentions Harishena as the tenth chahra- 
cartin (king overlord) of Panehala. Aeeording to the same authority there 
arose another mo.st powerful sdrrabhauniu king by the name ol Brahniadatta.- 
The Mahaummagga Jataka introduces us to ('hfilani Brahmadatta. the all-power- 
ful king of Uttara Panehala. who had establi.shed his supremaev almost all over 
JambndvTpa.3 One kmg Brahmadatta of Pahehrda is mentioned also in the 
Ramdyanad the Oandatindu Jataka." and the Jaina Uttarddhyayam Sdtra.^ 
The last-mentioned work describes him as a fortunate but wicked king who 
having failed to act upon the wise counsel of his best advisers, was punished in 
hell. The Pali Jataka vividly narrates the ways in which he oppressed his sub- 
jects by taxation and made them sutler terribly his general misrule. 

With the notorietv of Brahmadatta may be contrasted the nolile tradition of 
Praviihana JaivalT. the philosopher king of Panehala. to whom we are introduced 
in the Bnhaddraiiyaka'' and ('hd)idoyyu^ I panishads. 

It is certain that bv the time of the rise of Buddhism. Panehala. lik<* Kuru, 
Matsya. and the rest, attained the position of a self-governing oligarchical re- 
public. The name of Panehala is allowed to figure prominently in the list of 
sixteen mahajanapadas. or powerful countries.® Acconling to one of the Pali 
Jatakas. Panehala had a formidable army ' consisting of foot-soldiers ( jjattimati), 
men skilful in fight {sdbhasfDnydmakoridd) and in the use of steel weapons (loha- 


vijjdalantkdrd ) . 

The Panehalas find mention in the AithusdsI id of Kautilya as a ruling clan 
who represented a Sangha or oligarchical form of government.^’ This fact goe.s 
to prove that Panehala remained an independent state at least for a century 
after the demise of the Buddha, /.c.. until it was conquered by .Mahapadma 
Xanda’“ and brought under the sway of the monarchs of .Magadha. As evidenced 
by Asoka's P. E. XIII. Pahehrda was not counted in the Ifrd century B. f. among 
the territories that enjoyed semi-independence within the .Maurya empire. The 
Gdryl-minhitd. composed in the 2nd or ord century A. I).. alludes to a (Ireek 
(Yavana) invasion of Saketa. Pahehrda and Mathura, which must hav(^ taken 


^ M >il- 1 tithil /I l\ 'int t > ifu I i >h ( \ nj, I, jip. .iS-.dP 

“ V (I'lilhntiithnknJ po , p. AO. 

' Fall^boll, Jntakn, \'I. p. li. 

^ Hniitnyrintt, Adikun^lu, ('aoto 
' Fau'sVufll. Jataka, Vol. V. p. Ibs. 

Janta Safi a". I’t. II. p. 01. 

■ BnhaJ A,, VI. 1. J. 

” ( hhdnJaijtja f p., 3, 1. 

^ A i>if<ittai-a Xtldya. Vol, f, p. 21’1 : \’ol. 1\ . pp. ’2a'2. JOo, r 

Coutll, Jataka, \’l, p, lM> 2. Friff’sLull. .latak.i, VI. ]). .300, 

Althaea A, a. >hama^avtri'8 tr,. p. Wya . Ct. J). IF Fhuiniaikar, (dmn'ahaA Ltdnt'p'^, lOlS, p. lOA. 

Fa\ < ’hamllmri. BulAirnf // / An, // nj J /// ,, „f } mint (4t)i F<i.). ]). liss. 
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place ill post-Asokan times.^ But in about the beginning of the Christian era, 
Northern Panchala rose into temporary importance under the rule of Ashadha- 
sena ” who belonged to the royal family of Adhichchhatra (Ahichchhatra) 

In one of the two Pabhosa cave inscriptions of Ashadhasena. the king of Adhi- 
chchhatra is described as the maternal uncle of king Brihaspatimitra. who was 
undoubtedly then the paramount sovereign of Magadha belonging to the Mitra 
dynasty. Thus the inscription conclusively proves that the royal family of^ 
Northern Panchala tried to establish their position by entering into a matrimonial 
alliance with the Mitras of Magadha. It does not seem probable ' that the status 
of Ashadhasena. the then king of Ahichchhatra. was in any way higher than that 
of a gubernatorial or feudatory to the Magadha throne.*' Several old copper 
coins of the so-called Panchala series, that ** are found in Oudh. the Basti district, 
and even Pataliputra. as well as in Panchala *\ and bear the names of some 
Mitra kings, cannot be cited as conclusive evidence to prove that those Mitras 
had then “ formed a local dynasty of North Panchala.’'^ 

The kingdom of Panchala must have sunk into oblivion during the Kushana ^ 
and (Uipta ages, and we hear no more of it until Hiuen Tsang came to leave behind 
an account of the country of Ahichchhatra in the 7th century A. 1).. without 
specifying its political position. Panchala was destined, however, to become 
the principal kingdom in Northern India from about 840-910 A. D. under Bhoja 
and his son, and to come again into importance in the 12th century under the 
Gaharwar kings.^ 

5 Religion and Culture of Panchala 

At the very dawn of its history. Panchala became a very important centre 
of Vedic religion and culture. The Brahmins who had settled in different parts 
of Panchala and were patronised by its kings were to be counted not by hundreds 
and thousands but by millions.^ The Satnpatha Brahmaua records : “ Speech 
sounds higher here among the Kuru-Panchrilas the speech denoting the recita- 
tions of the Vedic texts. The capital of Panchala witnessed the performance 
of many Asvamedha and Rajasuya sacrifices. The Gathas were composed and 
current among the people regarding the meritorious acts and royal supremacy of 
some of its king>. The Aitareya and Aamkhaiicwa Arain/akas introduce us to a 
famous Wdi(‘ teacher by the name of Pahcludachanda.^ The Enhaddrcnujaka 
and VhhfuHloyya U pan i shads refer to Pravahana JaivalT. the philosopher king of 
Panchala. to whose court flocked many seekers of truth im^luding such great 
Brahmins as Tddalaka Aruni a!id his son Svetaketu Aruneya.' Silaka Salavatya. 

^ Max MuUtM’. lii'ho. a hilt cun it tinrh V . p. 29S. 

- Ras'i haiuUmru UU Ed., p. 3:^7. Foi tht‘ ot kinu- mentioned in t)it* l\ifu hrdci roin>, Cnnnin;i}iain c 

Cijim nj Ani'tfnt hi'tin. ]ip. Sl-S4: H. 0. Baneriee'" rtachJnn MnHtn. p. loT : Caw, Am tint M iilJ nfiimi K^ntruja Trib^e. 
Vol. I, pp. 03-B4 . Alien. Catalnmie of Indian Coui" , Ancient India, pp. < \\ i ft. 

2 Sir Charle- Kliot. ffimhn^tn nml fimhfhmni, \'ol. I, p. 27. [The recent exeat atK)n'< have proted that the ^lo^t pro'«peiuu& 
period of Aliu in hhatia numt have l)( cn the period of It- indcpcndeiK e undei tlic NO . 1 ,dh d ^litia kiiiLLN <uid the peiiod 

ot the (dirjaia Pratihara km-- ot Xoithern India (Sth — Dth (entuit A.l>.). St rat tmn- of tlie (aiiU Path. in inleis are 
al-o fouinl .It the .-ite— Kd.i 

^ Sntaimfhii Hr,. Xlll. o. 4. 7. 

^ UhiL, is P>. K.. Vol. XXVl I. p. 

« Pm/o frill .. Vi 1. I. ]K 4r,<r 

' liiihi.n Ai. I. Ji \ 1 . 1 , 1 : V • ^ 
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(’haikitavaiui Dalbhya ami Pravaliana Jaivali wmv tlim* men of Imha of 
their aye. who were well-versed in Lhlgitlia or the '^ignihcaiice of the invstie syll- 
able. Drona. the ureat Braliinin teacher of archery of the Lpic fame, became, 
according to the Mahdhhdiata . the kdiiji of I ttara-Pamdiala. BalihraA ya who 
finds mention in th(> Rik-Pratisfikliya as the author of the Kramapatha of the 
Bio-Yeda is connected bv the scholia^t Tvata with Pafudirda. Wefier opines 

r' 

- that Baldiravva Pahcliala. and the Pafndiala people through Idm. took a leadino- 
part in fixinji and arranyino the text of the Fifi-Veda.^ The M ahdhhdrata. too. 
cre«lits (hllava. a Pafndiala of the Babhravya siotra with the anthor.shi]) of the 
Krama])at]ia.^ 

\"atsvavaiia iii liis KcD^uisntfd to tliat the I'do eanie to 

be aptlv called Chatvhshashti ('The Sixty-four*) from the arranuement of its 
hviDUs iu eioht Ashtakas of eight chapters (*ach. which it had n^-eived at tlie 
hands of (lalava-Babhravya/^ He frankly admits that his own treatistc Kdma- 
siltra. was onlv a later digest of an earlier elaborate treatise^ on tho same subject 
composed bv one Babhravya of Pahchfda. tht^ treatise which coinprised loO 
(‘hapters and Ava< divided into Neveii sections. " He thus admits that the great 
work (d' Babhravva foianed the ground-work of liis own book". One out of 

seventv sections of the KroiHfsflf/ro the Sfuiiprayogika. cov(u*ing about a 

fourth part of the whole work. i> entiiely tak(U» frmn Brd)h]‘avya. 

It is well observed : ” The }^i^ch^da ])eo])le wen‘ eviilently credited in 
1 aiicient times Avith extraordinary ]jow(*rs \n connection with matt<*rs relating 
' to the sexes, (extending even to a cliange of th(‘ ]iatural sex. as we se(‘ in the cas(‘ 
ol* Sikhandin. the son of the Pahchala king. F)ru])ada. [^)lya)ldl•y. as we >ei‘ 
in the case of Di'aupadT ITihchrdT, may lx* i-egarded as an ancient (uistom of tin* 
Pahchala countiy."^ 

AVhen Hiuen Tsang had A’isited Ahiclu'hliatra (/.c.. Xoith Pahclnlla) in tin* 
7tli ('enturv A.D.. its inhabitants were a peoph* who lov(*d religion, and wen* 
I sincere and truthful.-"' HimUiism and Buddhism flourished sjrh* bv side. H(* 
saw thei*e about ten Samgharamas. containing 1.000 monks. b<*longing to the 
Inferioi* Vehicle, and nim* Deva t(*m])les with :UH) seetai’ies. who were ol* tin* 
Saiva faith. Tin* pilgi'im definitely say> that those '>ectari(*s worshipped Tsvara 
he.. Hahadeva. and l)el(»nged to the ni’der of ' ashe^-sprinklers * (Pasu])ata Saivas). 
The place was known as a locality wln'ie Tathagata li,nl pi'cached the Law for 
the sake of a Xaga-raja foi >eve]i da vs. Besidi* this >|)(>t were to be seen four 

small stupas.^’ 

In the daina \ t f )(0 we liavf^ an mt(‘!estima account of both 

^ I Kampilva and .\hichchhatra as tw'o among the w'(*ll-knowm Jaina tiidhas. Ac- 
cording to tin* daina authority. Ahichchliatra was tin* pi-osp(‘i‘ous towii in Kuru- 
jahgala wdn*re Lord Parsvanatlia w-a^ ])iot(‘ct<*d diiring rain and stoiin caused bv 

^ AVeXt*!'. }I 'I'int II nf I tnhu t> /m/M / f . F.n.; Tt p}). le. 34 

- Mnhahhnmta. ( Ftl . Su ni > fnin <(» . ('ii .UJ, \ (^ -( v l(i2-jo4. [j. ( . ('iMkl.ia.n . nj fhi ! h p>i,f 

((’. r.). Vui. IV. p. ss. 

Khinn^atid, (Ik'jfu.il Kd.‘. ),)]i *KCB4 

^ H . C . C hakladat . J ui> t nnl <</ tin I h jiru hni nt i j },> fit t \ o| . I \ . p, |M >. 

A< i-ordinL' t<> Bli.trnta - Xahia^ii-fm, llif* p*(<]il^- ot Can* lia!,t wt-n nf ilaiU blur i oinplcxjun. 

« IVal. .,i fh. ]] rr/p'. V<.1. T. pp WatTrj^ On Y „ i hmtiu’. 0,331. 
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the demon. Kamatha. by the Naga-kinj> Dharaninclra. who eoiled himself round 
the body of Parsva and spread his thousand-hooded hood like a canopy over the 
head of the great Tirthaiiikara. A brick wall of zig-zag shape is said to have 
been erected over the ground traversed by the Naga king. The Jaina Saiiigha 
caused a shrine to be made in honour of Parsva. To the east of this temple 
were seven Kundas full of pleasantly cool and clear water, where used to dwell 
sportful tortoises. And within and without were many wells and large tanks. 
Not far from this Tnain shrine was another temple in the Siddha-kshetra of Parsva 
where he was attended by Dharanindra and his wife PadmavatT. Near the 
brick-wall was to be seeji an image of Amba-devI with a lion as her vehicle along 
with an image of Neininatha. To the north of this shrine was a sacred tank, 
the waters and soil of which could cure leprosy. The Dhanvantarikfipa and 
Brahma-kunda in the neighbourhood possessed similar healing properties. The 
citv contained many Hindu temples of Hari. Kara. Hiranyagarbha and Chandika 
and Brahma-kunda and similar tirthas. This very city was known to fte the 
birthplace of the great IHshi Kri.shna.^ 

As for the citv of Kampilya we read that it was the j)lacc. which was hallowed 
by these five auspicious incidents in the life of Yimalahatha. the i:fth Tirthaihkara, 
who was a son of king Kritavarman by his qiU'cn SomadevT : dlie descent, the _ 
nativitv. the coronation, the initiation, and the Jinahood. from which circiims- 
tance the citv canu* also to be known by the name of Pahcha-kalyanaka. 


Kampilva is claimed » as a city where Arshamitra. the disciple of Kaundinya, 
who in his tiiin was the disciple of the Mahagiri teachers of the Lakshmihara 
C'haitva of Mithila. came to re.side two hundred and twenty years after the demise 
of HahavTra. 'I'he same city is claimed as the place where the Jaina saint , ^ 
(lardabhali renounced the world and attained liberation. It is also claimed as ^ 
a place where prince (lagali who afterwards became the king of Prishti-champa, 
was converted to Jainism hy (lautama. The Tlrthakalpa also claims it as the 
place of which the ]u»w(‘rful king. Durmukha. became a Pratyeka-Buddha. It 
was in this very city that the JIahasatT Draupadi. daughter of king Drupada, 
had chosen of her own accord five Pandavas as her husbands. Kampilya was 
ktjown as the citv of which the king Dharmaruchi was able to carry his whole 
armv to Kasi through the air by virtue of his piety, when the Lord of KasT picked 
up a <|uarrel with him for tin* alleged fault of having honoured an image of the 
Jineiidra.- 


The fame of Pahchala rested not only on its having been jUi early centre of 
Vedic learning and the science of erotics and eugenics but also on its having 
beconu* an important home of jmetry in later times, say. during the reign of 
Bhoja. Raiasekhara in his Kariiaiuhtuhiisa. Ch. III. has paid a glowing tribute 
to the i)o<*ts of Pahehrda.’* 


' V n'lilhftththnknl po. 14 pai/drfih'ito-f'hDff fiha ptnao thin nt'mjurrn'i I>h(nn tnmdo k'ffdilfKjoH tuha talui 

hto, Ajjo t'l talurtf pO ijo ni ‘Ht Slrl- nfhh> Clnxitit ,'<tnttqh^ua kniinin, (h\, fi(\ 

~ y ft nlhftiJflhokalpft, p. T)!). 

' nt/fild-hhif rtint j^tift/ttfijiih ktitJtff'itfi 

Sfulff ifftif^lftf kAtnitfh I'ffiAttfuti hlt'fjti fttithdh 

U 
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As tlu' Mdlia-unmiaji'tia Jataka yoes to prove. Xortliern (Southern i) Pan* 

ehala with the citv of Kaiiipilliya (Kanipilya) as its capital was a very ancient 
home of Indian poetrv. Many ereat ])oets and playwrights flourished there 
under ro\'al patronage : King f ulani Brahmadatta of L ttara Panchala is said 

to have employed all the local poets of ability to compo.se a melodious love-song 
praising the exipiisite beautv of tlu* princess Pahchala-chandT. which, as the story 

goes, gained much popularitv in Northern India. ^ 'Phis Jataka gives also a vivid 

description of a highly artistic tunnel (um//uu///u. /.c.. .s/u/um/u) dug out from the 
ffanges to the royal palace in Kampilya. 


6 Ahichchhatra and the so-called MITRA coins 


The two Pabhosa caves in the neighbourhood of Kausambi pre.serxe two 
inscriptions of Ashadhasena. king of Adhichchhatra. in mixed dialect. The in- 
scriptions record the fact of dedication of the caves concerned to the Kasvapiva 
Arhats by king Ashadhasena. In one of them the donor, king Ashadha.sena, 
is introduced as the maternal uncle of king Brihaspatimitra.- and in the other 
we have mention of four generations of kings beginning with Saunakavana ; 
Ashadhasena. the son of king Bhagavata and VaihidarT ; Bhagavata. the .son of 
Vahgapala and Traivarni ; Vaiigapfila. the .son of Saunakavana.'* .Allowing each 
king an average of twenty years as the period of reign, it may be suggested that 
Ashadhasena and his three predecessors had reigned in Ahichchhatra for about 
a century. King Brihaspatimitra was undoubtedly a contemporarv of Ashadha- 
sena. and must have been a king of a country other th*n Ahichchhatra or North 
Panchala. From the manner of description it is clear that the caves were ex- 
cavated by Ashadha.sena not in his own kingdom but in that of his ncjihew 
Brihaspatimitra. The Hathigumpha in.scription of Kharavcla refers to one Bri- 
haspatimitra as a contemporary king of .Magadha {MfUjadhan-cha rnjdnam 
Bahamtiiiiifrnii). It is not astonishing at all that two of the anci(>nt Indian 
coins found at Kausambi bear tbe legend of king Baha.satimita (Brihaspatimitra).-* 
Similar coins bearing the legend of other Mitra kings have b(>en found at 
Kamsambi. at Ayodhya. at .Tudumbara. at Mathura, in Kohilkhand. and chieflv 
at Ahichchhatra or Ranmagar. The so-called Panchala or Ahichchhatra coins 
\ alone bear the legend of Dhruvamitra. Suryamitra. Phrdgunimitra. Bhanumitra 
Bhumimitra. Agnimitra. Jayamitra. Indramitra atul Vishnumitra. besides tho.se 
of Rudragupta. Bhadraghosha and Visvapfda. A coin of Suryamitra has been 
found at Ayodhya along with those of Satyamitra. Saiighamitra and \’ijava- 
mitra. Kausambi can boast of two coins of Jyeshthamitra. One coin of Bhanu- 


• Fausb,.ll. JrVnhK \'I. p. 4l(. • mj,; ,np„n. knhhn -knr. .!h.n„n„ ,lhW,r„w 

kntha,,, knruthn - I, hhn. T, yJIkun h.ni.lh.ln, .f,u„ ’ ' r-' 

Umm dhn,„n„ a, la.,. K,„h,a,„ ,^a„l,kd nata ..,kkh.t.a ... „.,u„lah RkJZ'"' , 

Readui'i sliuhtly moriitied m the liuht ot the Siam<>,sc ptjinr»n, 

-Liiders' l.iA {Kp, hul., Vol. X, app.), Xo. <104. 

3 tw.. Xo. IMO. (R«-entK a , om of VaiW'HpSla. mUrcHa u. tl,.. o ... Th.^umIh .. 

the .inuent Afu,-h,M,at,a. by .\tr. .\I. B. I.. Da, ,/„»,■«„/ -,/ l!., X „ .s', y.,! fl 

ot IVisval-pala publ,-he,l by Allen (Cat. of Anc-.ent India. Cl. XXVII 4) m,.v „Ko belo.n.'to tbe'.ann. , xi 

prove-, the hl-toi-ieity of the line of .Wh,idhasena an,l their eonne,.,„,n « ,th Ahieh, hhatra-Fd I ' ‘ 

» Cumiiiiudiaui, <>f Atn ti^nt I ml, a, pp. 73-4. " * ' 

[Allen op rC, s' I", .<l. ,h,cu->e. the , oiu- ot Bnha.patiniitia .uid di^tiiiouiUie^ t«o rnlei. of that tfime It 1 n 

.econd-rnle,. tvi.o a-ivt,.-,! to c trea loo B.C., that the AhtelK-hhatta rule, .WhadhaM-na tute.llnd " 
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mitra falls to the share of Aiicliimbara. To ^latluira’s share are to be allotted 
two coins, one bearing the legend of (foniitra. and the other that of Brahmamitra.^ 

Who were those Mitra kings, and can they be identified with the ^siihga and 
Siihgabhritya Kanva kings mentioned in the Puranas ? Were they the rulers 
of Ahichchhatra or North Panchala. or were they rulers of some other country ? 
On these questions (’unningham's findings are as follows : 

As the coins which I am now about to describe are found in Rohilkhand, 
and chiefly at Ahichchhatra. Aonla, and Budaon. it is quite certain that they[ 
belong to North Panchala. It has been suggested that they belong to the 
Sniiga kings, who ruled over North India after the Mauryas for 112 years, or from[ 
B. C, 178 to 66. But the assignment is uncertain, as only one of the coin names, 
Agnimitra. is fou7\d in the Puranic lists of the Sungas. The dates, however, 
agree as all the coins have inscriptions in Asoka characters. I incline rather to 
assign the coins to a local dynasty of Princes, as they are very rarely found 
beyond the limits of the North Panchala. which would not be the case did they 
belong to the paramount dvnasty of the Sungas.’’'^ 

The relegation of the Mitras of the coins to Ahichchhatra or North Panchala 
is now out of the question in the face of the clear evidence of the Pabhosa cave 
inscription of Ashadhasena and the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela cited 
above. If Bahasatimita (Brihaspatimitra) of the coins be the same person as 
Baha satimita of these two inscriptions, we cannot but take him to be a para^ 
mount king of Magadlm. The connection of Indragnimitra and Brahmamitra 
with Magadha may be easily inferred from the Bodh (kaya railing inscriptions 
of KurangT and NagadevT.^ 

As for the supposed connection of these kings with the Sungas, Cunningham's 
finding is still the best and most sound in the field. The assignment is uncertain. 
The correspondence between the names of some of the Mitra kings of the coins 
and those of some of the S^unga and Kanva kings mentioned in the Puranas was 
sought to be established thus by Jayaswal : 


Coin-name 

Agnimitra 

Bhamimitra 

Jethamitra 

( Uiosha 

Bhadraghosha 

Indramitra 

Devamitra 

Bhumimitra 


Vnrana-name 

Agnimitra 

Vasumitra 

Vasujyeshtha 

Sujyeshtha 

(ihosha 

( Ihoshavasu 

Vajramitra 

Devabhfiti 

Bhfimimitra.'^ 


^ Jhnh. ])p. 70 ft*. 

* Cdin-'i Imlm. p. TO. 

^ Barua. (nid BufhJhafffiyn . 11. p. 75, 

* .77?07?S, Vol. fTT, et. IV. p. 470. 
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Tile proposed conespondenee rests on an assumption the valuhty of which 
is liighlv (piestionahle. .Tayaswal lias not sneceerled in hrinning I'orwanl anv 
reliable evidence either from inscriptions or from literature to establish the iden- 
tity of Fushyamitra. the founder of the Suhifa dynasty, and Brihaspatimitra 
of the coins and in.scriptions. Both Indramitra and Aynimitra of the coins may 
be the .same per.son as IndTagnimitra whose wif<“ Arya Kurahgi donated the 
Bodh (iaya railing. Brahmaniitra. the successor of Indragnimitra. who.se wife 
XagadevT. too. donated a pillar of the Bodh (Java railing, is apparentlv the .same 
king as Brahmamitra of the coins. (.'hronologically the Bodh (lava railing is 
later than that of the Stupa of Bharhut whic h was an erection of tlie Sunga 
period. Similarly Sfiryamitra and Vishnumitra mentioned in the inscription of 
(fautamlmitra may be identified with their namesakes in the coins. Thus the 
problem of the Mitra kings of the coins must be hd't where it stood in the days of 
Cunningham. The Pabhosa cave inscription of .Ashadha.sena. the inscription of 
Cautamimitra.^ and the Mora brick-tablet of Vasamitra.- leave no room for 
doubt that these Mitra kings entered into matrimonial alliances with the rulers 
of Xorth Fanchala and other neighbouring kingdoms. And Profes.sor Hav Chau- 
dhuri rightly ob.servi's : • It is not known in what relationship most of the.se 

•Mitra kings .stood to one another or to the ccdebrated familii'v of the .Smigas and 
the Kanvas.' 

The Copper-coins discovered at .Vhiidichhatra bear the legend of kiiuf 
.Cchyuta.^ \ incent A. Smith’ is inclined to think that this Achyuta is no other 
■^|than Achvuta. a king of Xorthern India, who wa^ ujirooted b\- Samudragupta.'^ 

* X. Ct. M.ijunidar in I HQ 
’ Vogel, in J RAS, p. 

“ Polifica! HiHorn oj Anricnt huhrt (4th Ktl.l, [>. 

^ Catalog )(f of Coitt.x Ih thf Imhatt Vol. 1. pp, 

‘ Ifjid.. Vol. 1, pp. 

■' Fleet, Gitfifn p. 7 
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